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Archivist of the United 
States James B. Rhoads said 
yesterday that charges that 
the Frankldn D. Roosevelt Li 
brary in Hyde Park, N.Y., con- 
cealed presidential papers are 
untrue and the man who made 
the charges “should be well 
aware that such charges are 
I not true.“ 

Dr. Francis L. Loewenheim, 
a professor at Rice University, 
has charged that the Hyde 
Park staff had concealed and 
held back important presiden- 
tial letters from him, and thus 
“sabotaged” his book. 

Rhoads said in a statement 
that “this alleged episode hap- 
'Pened three years ago and has 


long since been fully invest! 
gated.” 

He said “documents open 
for research (and this is the 
vast bulk of those in the Roos 
cvelt as well as other pres! 
dential libraries) are impar 
tially open to all searchers.' 

Loewenheim has been wag- 
ing a one-man campaign for 
the past six months for a con- 
gressional investigation of the 
Roosevelt Library. He was 
joined by 19 other historians 
on Monday- 

In his statement yesterday. 
Archivist Rhoads said, “It was 
distressing to read that 19 
other historians have signed 
Dr. Loewenheim’s letter of 
protest. Upon looking over the 
Roosevelt Library records, I 
find that 12 of the men have 
never used the library facili- 
ties, four more have not used 
them for the past ten years, 
and only the other four have 
actually done research at 
Hyde Park during the last dec- 
ade.” 

The historians had also com- 
plained that a three-volume 
compilation of President Roos- 
evelt’s diplomatic letters in 
the mid-1980s were published 
by the Harvard University 
Press, instead of the normal 
practice of having it done by 
the Government Printing Of- 
fice. 

Rhoads said that the U.S. 
Comptroller General has ruled 
that when none of the cost of 
printing is to be paid by the 
federal government, the work 
can be done by a private pub- 
lisher. 

And Rhoads added that “to 
impugn the motives of one of 
our finest educational institu- 
tions is utterly ridiculous.” 
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